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ISSUE_________________________________ 
According to the most recent data from the 

National Survey on Children’s Health, 1 in 5 children 

have a mental, emotional, developmental, or behavioral 

disorder. i Existing law requires the State Department of 

Social Services to ensure that eligible children with 

exceptional needs are given equal access to child care 

and development programs. A child with a disability 

must never be turned away from a child care center 

based on assumptions about the severity of the disability 

or how much assistance they may needii. Despite legal 

obligations, parents of children with disabilities are more 

likely to have difficulty with child care arrangementsiii, 

and child care providers are often hesitant to include 

children with disabilities because they are afraid and feel 

inadequate to meet the child’s needs.iv  

Disability knowledge, awareness, and skills 

should be components of ongoing professional 

development provided within child care and 

development programs. The reality is that adults 

working with children are often not given the 

information or tools to implement inclusion effectively.v 

The pandemic has added to the struggle, with staffing 

shortages placing additional stress on an already 

overwhelmed system.vi 
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BACKGROUND________________________ 
Decades of research have established that inclusive 

child care programs that serve children with and without 

disabilities are higher quality and have better outcomes 

for all children.vii The quality of practices in inclusive 

classrooms is highly dependent on professional 

development.viii  

Training on inclusion has a large impact on the 

overall program and has shown several positive 

outcomes. Staff with training are more comfortable and 

confident providing accommodationsix and have more 

positive thoughts about inclusion.6  

When staff are trained to include children with 

and without disabilities, organizations are more likely to 

openly welcome children with varying abilities. 

Disability-specific education is the biggest factor in 

predicting whether programs are inclusive. If the 

director, provider, or teacher has some disability or 

inclusion related training, the program is more likely to 

have children with disabilities enrolled. x    

 

SOLUTION____________________________ 

This bill would establish the Specialized Inclusivity 

Training for Child Care Staff Grant Program to fund 

staff training on including children with disabilities and 

improve access to childcare for children with disabilities 

in California. 

Sponsor: Kids Included Together 

Contact: Nichole Sidney, (916) 319-2011 
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