Lifting Up Families Advocacy Day
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TODAY'S STRUCTURE

HYBRID advocacy day! wWhy Advocate?

* Zoom Housekeeping! “Unless someone like you cares

a whole awful lot, Nothing is
going to get better. It's not.”
- Dr. Seuss, The Lorax

Advocacy Training

Legislative Briefings

Connecting with your legislators — virtual packet!

PHOTOS! — Take a selfie!
* Post to your social media pages or you can post on TFC’s Facebook at

* Please send your photos to
* Use the hashtag #LiftingUpFamilies

Need anything throughout the day? Email TFC at
or text McKenzie at (619) 855-9202


https://www.facebook.com/ThrivingFamiliesCalifornia/
mailto:thriving@thrivingfamilies-ca.org
mailto:thriving@thrivingfamilies-ca.org

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO

ADVOCATE?

If not you, then who?

No one knows the families, the children or the programs better than
those of you participating today

It is impactful for legislators and their staffs to hear firsthand about the
impact that past actions have had on access of families to our programs

For newer legislators, this is our opportunity to underscore the huge
unmet need of supporting California’s children with access to
environments that support their immediate and longer term needs

Policy makers rely on hearing from us about how their votes will impact
working families and children .
Children are the

You make the issues real and tangible living messages

We send foa time
e will not see.

~NEILPOSTMAX




THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

DO DON'T

* Assume that they know
our programs

e Share your story of
resilience in this field

* Make up facts

e Share facts and district

specific impacts if you e Talk about campaigns or
have them elections

* Ask them how you can * Forget to send information
best inform them when (virtual packet!)

legislative or budget
issues come before them
— get a name


https://www.thrivingfamilies-ca.org/2025-lifting-up-families-advocacy-day

THE INFORMATION & LEAVE
BEHIND (OUR PRIORITIES!)

=
suageg B Ecefy

In :urmersﬂip, we come together both in-persan and ..'i"luull,'mnn-fw share with lusislutnrsann =taft, dats and
information to make impucrmll'm:stmzntstoenucnﬂu povverty, incresse scress tn child care, feed Califomis's
children and ift up the needs of whaole families.

California is the 3™ largest economy in the world. However, we 2o have over 3 millignjiving in poverty with rat
enough income to meet basic nesds. Child powerty has risen from $%in 2021 to 13.2 %in 2023. Now is the time to
continue building on the progress started guring the pancemic to lift the wery poorest amongst us by cantinuing to
support them with meaningful access to child care 5o that parents can wiorky tax credits to help families pay for their
barest of essentials, health care screenings and inkerventions 5o thakresources.can be deliversd soonerto babies and
children, and funding to sddress food inseourity so thet ne child ever has to gotobe hungry. Buring the pandemic,
progress was made ta shore up some safety net programs with infusions of one-time fecersl ano state Sollars.
However, thers nesss to be s mteEic pian to protect the prnliuus inwestmants, r:pboeale-ﬁme fedaral sallars with
state gallars, make sure Californis is Pull'nE donwn ks tull shars offeders! dodars, and invest more dolars to =nd the
Cycie of poverty. Thersfare, we suppart the following:

Paoverty is best adaressed by the following proposals:

=  End Deep Child Poverty: Ensure CalWORKs grants are it beast 30% of the current year feders] poverty bevel for
il families,
Safety Met- Continue to sxpand on theCalifornia Earmed Income Tax Credit [C2IETC) the Young Child Tax
Crecit. Gt families the morey they need so they don't have to choose between keeping the lights on, putting
=] in the cnr,orpl'fir\;mrrnon. Familizs ur:wiv'm;m ESIApE ENtrEmE poverty: they know how to best
spend their mOREY; Wie.can provide e boost for them to do it
Comprenensive Housing Supports: increase owerall housing availability and reduce evictions so that children
and families don'tface the EFALMA And stress of homelessness, exacerbated by the pandemic.
Heaith Care Expansion: Strengthen and expand community based and schookbesed health cane clinics to
meet families where they are 5o that theycan get the comprehensive heaith care they need. Within an equity
framework provide COVID waccines in high needs communities and ensure health aocess for ALL families and
chilldren repardiess of immigration status.
Coordination of Services: Continws to improve the cost-effectiveness of programs that support families,
focusing on community-tesed, collaborative, research-based solutions. Ensure that senvices can be easily
mccessed by families by stresmiining systems. Within an equity framework, accessing comprehensive anti-
powerty services should be made readily and easily available to families who have been strugzling to navigate
compiex pubdic Sefvioe systems.
Support Guarsntesd Income: AN Califormis families should kave the basic income rexded to houss and feed
their children.

Child Care and Early Learning:

*  Child Care Provider Rate Reform: Hanor the promise and commitment to develop a single rte structure and
an sitzrnative methodology that more adeguately snd equitabiy pays family child care providers and centers
AMOURLS TEE COWET the true COst Of provicing cane.

Fund Family Child Care and Centers: Prowice financial support to the full system of care — from birth through
school age care — to support the mised delvery child care system, inclusive of Famity Child Care Providers,
Head Start, Californis State Preschool and Commanity Based Canters, &l of which offer full day and full year
sErvices that mest the diverse mescs of famikies in Calfornis's 24-hawr seven s per week econamy.

Fund & Robust Fipeline of New Child Care Workers: Provide multi-year planning and funding to incentivize
individuals to choose a vocation of providing child care in community base family child care homes and
cenbers.
Honor promise of realizing 200,000 new sdditional child care siots — Continue working to fully fund 200,000
mew child care siots by 2026-27.
Support Stable and Continwows Child Care for CalWORKs Families: Fund 24-month eligibality for families in
CaNADRES in parity with other parts of Calfornia's subsidized child mre system.
Build Child Care Capacity: Increase multi-year funding of the California Infrastructure Grant Program for
minor and major rencvations that support the build-up of the mpsadty to meet the ne=ds of Calfomis’s
families.

Food insecarity:

= Every child should hawe sccess to nutritions food. Ensure svery sligible chilld is sble to access CalFresh, school

meals, and Women, Infants, and Children [WC). Schood meals should continue to be fres for sl students, and
b sarved at times that students can scoess them, with enouEhﬁm: o eat, and with healthy food chiices that
ane & cuftural fit for the student population.
Access to nutritious meals. Invest in & three-gesr backfill to continue proviging mesis to vulneranle families st
summer mesl sites and allow caregivers who ane also food ffisecure access to meals.
Maximize Summer EBT bemefits and grab-and-go meal Sptionsin the summer mesl program o resch as
mzny eligibie children =5 possible.
Strengthen School Mesls for A1 by ensuring children Bsve assquate time to sst snd flexible options for
schools to provide one mesl on halt days.

Neo Wrong Door: Support estabiished Community Essed Programs (CEOs]/Altemative Fayment Frograms
|APFs) with funding and also fiexibility t9 thresd and bi=nd partnerships focused on strengthening families
supporting families with informetion and connections to sUpperts wherever they acoess.

Valuntary Evisence-Based Home Visiting- (Continue to 2xpand waluntary evidence-based home visiting
programs statewice, so thist these effective programs reach = grester share of eligible families.

Paid Family Leawe: Califamia must put families first by eRsuring leawe is afforcanle and accessinle for 8l types
of familizs.

Stable Homes & Enduring Relstionships> California policymekers must ensure children and youth in foster
«cane and their carsgicers have access to the resounces, supports, and serdces they need to build and maintain
strong family relationships. The State must aiso work o ensure children and youth in foster care can remsin
safely with relatives and in Eheir communities whenever possible. Policies must be implemented that
maximize placement stability, awoid institutionalizetion, increase access to trauma-informed supports, and
jmest the needs of children infoster care in family-based settings, especislly children with more intensive
neecls

Althcuzh We Bre nesring the =nd of the pEncemic, California’s lowsest income working moms and dads continue in a
ﬂownwv\dsplrﬂl unable to meet the most basic of nesds for their children. Prior o the pandemic, poverty in
Californie was in decline. Howewer, smce thet time more Californians are ving in or near poverty. Many of our lowest
income families which are mainly headed up by single women and women of color have be=n unable to retum to
stabis MQloymERt Cue 0 EhiE UNcertainty and inability to access chils care. The abowe priorities make & mesningrul
investment in Ammon infrastrectens. To continue to weather the uncertainty of the future and to pazition families to
either rize abowe the threat of poverty or to bresk through the cycle of poverty, it is oritical thet there bz 2
commitment to protect the progress made as well as develop @ longer-term strategy to permenently bresk the cpcle
of paverty.

“A budget is more than just a series of numbers on o poge; it is an embodiment of owr values. ™




THE INFORMATION & LEAVE

BEHIND (OUR PACKETS!)

On the front page of the
packet:

* A picture of the legislator

* QR code that opens the full
PDF of the packet

Assemblymember
Al Muratsuchi

Physical copies of the front
page of all legislator packets
will be available on the 18th




DAY OF INFORMING & EDUCATING

This day was created to help
support you during your
meetings & follow ups.

Feel free to make this your
own: YOU are the experts on
your story and organization!

You can pick and choose
what is the most relevant to
your work.




HOW DO WE DO THAT

* We tell our story in our face-to-face meetings and on ZOOM calls.

Wo akl have o steny to tedd

* We make our meetings personal and we always leave behind
contact information and informational materials.

* Following our meeting or conversation, we make notes if
follow-up is needed.




CONNECTING WITH OFFICES

* Emails
* Use draft script included in your packet of materials

* Provide links to supporting materials, like the information packets
 Build relationship with staff

* Phone call
» Use draft script if you need guidance

» Ask for a contact in the office to talk about child care/safety net/food
programs

* Follow up via email

* Social Media:
* Tweet your members!

* Post on Facebook!
e Tag your partners!!
* Use the hashtag #LiftingUpFamilies




THE FOLLOW-UP

* Email TFC staff at after
advocacy day to tell us:

* Who you met with (which offices, name of staffers)

* If there was a request for more information

* Send a THANK YOU to those you talked to or those who
responded to your email

GOOD
MANNERS

——and——

KINDNESS
ARE ALWAYS


mailto:thriving@thrivingfamilies-ca.org

SOCIAL MEDIA & PICTURES

* Everything can go up on social media!
* Take selfies and post on: Facebook, X, Instagram, LinkedIn and Bluesky
* Use the hashtag #LiftingUpFamilies

* Try and get an in-person photo with whom you have met or take a
ZOOM screen shot. All are post worthy

* Please send your photos to

.- ~ & Include other organizations and legislator addresses too!
@ @ % List of Social Media handles are included on the
- ¢

> ¢ g @ Advocacy Day webpage:

N
\y
C


mailto:thriving@thrivingfamilies-ca.org
https://www.thrivingfamilies-ca.org/2025-lifting-up-families-advocacy-day

IN SUMMARY

How we advocate now can be done in person or virtually

No meetings, no problem: email and phone are effective tools!
YOU'RE THE EXPERT

“Leave Behind” material — virtual packet for the legislator!
* Access here:

* Include any district-specific data if you have it

Say “Thank you”

Post to social media with the hashtag #LiftingUpFamilies
* Technology can be our friend and foe: don’t worry!

» We'll send out a quick survey to debrief your experience. We want to
hear how it went for you!


https://www.thrivingfamilies-ca.org/legislative-resource-packets

QUESTIONS?

* Please feel free to come off mute or put
your question in the chat

- |f you have a question later, please send
it to



mailto:mckenzie@thrivingfamilies-ca.org

