Distrerss SENATOR ROBERT M. HERTZBERG

Senate Bill 1065

Homeless Assistance Program Improvement Act of 2020
Introduced on February 18, 2020

SUMMARY

SB 1065 expands California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKS)
homeless assistance benefits by broadening eligibility of an entitlement program, and increasing
the period of assistance to avoid gaps in housing.

ISSUE

California is experiencing a homelessness crisis affecting thousands of families and children
across the state. In fact, a 2019 homeless point-in-time count estimated that 8,000 families and
14,000 children were homeless in California last year. The impact of homelessness on children is
especially devastating, with issues spanning from hunger, lowered academic achievement,
increases in stress and depression, developmental delays, and overall poor mental health.

CalWORKSs is the state’s largest anti-poverty program, designed to move children out of poverty
and help low-income families meet their most basic needs. The Homeless Assistance Program
(HAP) within CalWORKS is the only state entitlement program for homeless families with
children. HAP provides payments for temporary shelter for up to 16 cumulative days in a 12
month period. Since HAP is often the only lifeline afforded to unhoused families, improving
program eligibility is critical to protecting thousands of vulnerable Californians.

In order to receive HAP benefits, families must demonstrate the eviction causing their homeless
status is the result of a verified financial hardship stemming from extraordinary circumstances
beyond their control. This strict and subjective standard is administered unevenly among
applicants and is highly inconsistent with overarching goal of CalWORKSs — to ensure children
are safely cared for with their families. Further, families that do receive HAP assistance are often
forced back into homelessness if they do not secure permanent housing within the rigid 16-day
timeframe. Lastly, families experiencing domestic violence are entitled to 32-days of HAP
support, yet some are arbitrarily limited to the standard 16-days.

SB 1065 (Hertzberg)

SB 1065 increases options for California’s poorest families with children by making small, yet
significant adjustments to the critical safety-net that is the Homeless Assistance Program.
Specifically, the bill repeals the subjective hardship standard, extends the assistance period to the
end of the month for families that have secured imminent permanent housing, and ensures all
domestic violence victims receive their entitled 32-days of assistance.
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