
 

CAPPA’s Top Priority for 2021 – Slots for Working Families 
 

In the proposed January 2021-22 state budget, there are many missed opportunities to target impactful funding 
to change the downward trajectory for some of California’s poorest working moms, dads and children.  The 
proposed budget has no meaningful investments in increasing access to child care, supporting the family child 
care providers and centers that stayed open during the pandemic so that essential workers could report to duty 
or addressing the crisis need for care of infant to three-year-old.  Further, the proposal actually reduces from 
roughly 75,000 to 67,000 the number child care vouchers earmarked for our poorest of families. 
 

Lack of funding for access to child care equals more families unable to maintain and secure employment, more 
employers with an unstable workforce, and exacerbates 2019 data that noted “Children younger than 3 years old 
are especially in need of childcare, with 8 out of 9 eligible infants and toddlers not enrolled in a subsidized 
program1.”  Access to child care that best provides dual generational supports for both the parent/guardian and 
child(ren) must be addressed in a real way.  Prior to and during COVID, case managers at our community-based 
agencies see and hear from parents unable to access child care that is integral to their employment and support 
of distance learning.  Agencies also see more child care providers decide to close their businesses.  The COVID 
crisis has sped up these closures due to an outdated reimbursement model based on 2015 data and lack of 
adequate funding to cover COVID related costs. To give an example of the rates paid for infant full-time care, 
rates can range from roughly $3.20 per hour to roughly $9.50 per hour depending on licensure status.  
Furthermore, the increase in the minimum wage to $14.00 per hour has compounded the closures resulting in 
roughly a third of the providers closing. 
 

Working families struggle with a multitude of stressors that perpetuate the cycle of poverty now and for future 
generations.  To make meaningful investments in the lives of these families and children, we need to invest in the 
core infrastructures of child care, housing, food, transportation and health care that intertwine to lift families 
up.  Meaningful investments in families now will break this dual generational cycle of poverty for later. 
 

How did we come to this conclusion?  What are the facts? 
1. California’s proposed 2021-22 January state budget is $227.2 billion.  Total funding for all of California’s 

child care and development programs including one-time funding, state preschool and afterschool 
program funding is $5.2 billion2.   
FACT:  Proposed funding for all child care programs is 2.37 percent of the state budget.   
FACT:  Total child care slots outside of Proposition 98 inclusive of center-based, Family Child Care Homes 
(FCCHs), Alternative Payment (AP) voucher, CalWORKs Stages 2 & 13, Migrant AP is 216,4533.  Of that 
total, vouchers allocated for California’s working poor to secure child care 66,712; 8,682 less than FY 
2019-20 of 75,394. 
 

2. In 2016, the CBPC4 reported that over 1.2 million income eligible children in need of child care did not 
receive services5.  In 2017-18 that number surged to 2.032 with1.804 income eligible with no access and 
roughly 230,000 with partial access6.  It has been estimated that the current number is now approaching 
2.3 million.   
FACT:  From 2016-2019, California’s babies and children with no access to care has surged by roughly 1.1 
million.   
 

To make an immediate impact in each of California’s 58 counties, increasing access to child care and the number 
of funded child care slots particularly for those with infants must be the priority.  If a meaningful investment is 
not made to increase child care access and support the provider workforce, not only will families be harmed, but 
the economy simply cannot rebound.      
 

If you have any questions, please contact CAPPA at 916-567-6797. 

                                                           
1https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/the-high-cost-of-child-care-underscores-the-need-for-supporting-families-with-children-of-all-ages/ 
2 https://cappa.memberclicks.net/assets/PublicPolicy/2021/Budget/January/slots%20DMC%2021-22_GB%20%28002%29.pdf  
3 https://cappa.memberclicks.net/assets/PublicPolicy/2021/Budget/January/slots%20DMC%2021-22_GB%20%28002%29.pdf  
4 https://calbudgetcenter.org/about/vision-history/ 
5 https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/1-2-million-california-children-eligible-subsidized-child-care-not-receive-services-state-programs-2015/ 
6 https://calbudgetcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Kristin-Schumacher_ChildCare-Webinar_02.25.2019.pdf 
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