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Welcome and Introductions
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2021-22 Governor’s Budget

Fiscal Changes

• The Governor’s Budget proposes $4.4 billion for childcare programs administered by 
the California Department of Education (CDE) and the California Department of 
Social Services (CDSS), compared to $4.6 billion in the 2020-21 Budget Act, a 5 
percent decrease

‒ Decrease largely due to the removal of $350 million in one-time federal CARES 
Act funding. Despite the decrease, the state has seen an increased investment of 
$189 million in ongoing state resources.

• Of the $4.4 billion proposed between departments:
‒ $1.3 billion for CDE programs

‒ $3 billion for CDSS programs (this includes $2.6 billion in programs transferring 
from CDE to CDSS)



2021-22 Governor’s Budget (2)

CDE Budget Increases:

• $38.5 million to fund a 1.5 percent cost of living adjustment for 
non-CalWORKs early learning and care programs, including the 
California State Preschool Program

• $21 million in Proposition 64 funds in the current year (2020-21) 
for additional slots in the California Alternative Payment 
Program.
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In addition, the Governor's Budget proposes the following investments for Transitional 

Kindergarten (TK) expansion to support part of the vision outlined in the ELC Master 

Plan:

• $250 million in one-time funding for incentive grants for local educational agencies 

(LEAs) that offer early access to TK for expansion

• $200 million in one-time funding for school districts to construct and retrofit existing 

facilities to support TK and full-day Kindergarten programs and promote greater 

access

• $50 million in one-time funding to support the preparation of TK teachers and 

provide both TK and kindergarten teachers with professional development
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Special Education

• Lastly, the Governor's Budget proposed investments to support early 

intervention and inclusive early learning environments. Specifically, as it 

relates to special education:

‒ $300 million ongoing Proposition 98 General Fund for the 
Special Education Early Intervention Grant to increase services for 
infants, toddlers, and preschoolers



CCDBG COVID-19 Relief Funds

• Congress authorized $10 billion in additional Child Care and 
Development Block Grant funding 

• California’s allocation is estimated at around $1 billion

• Funds can be used to cover increased program costs, teacher 
retention, family fee waivers, payments due to closures, care 
for children of essential workers, and other costs

• A share of funding is required to be spent on cleaning supplies 
or other activities necessary to maintain or resume operations



Master Plan for Early Learning and Care 

• To provide California’s three and four-year-old children with 
access to a high-quality preschool experience, the Master Plan 
recommends:

‒ Alignment and strengthening of current program design and 
standards for an enhanced preschool program serving three and 
four-year-old children.

‒ Phase-in of Universal Preschool for all four-year-old children, starting 
with highest-need areas through expanded TK and with options for 
community-based programs that meet comparable requirements

‒ Phase-in access to preschool for all income-eligible three-year-old 
children and children with disabilities



California Early Learning and Care Data Review (4)
Race and Ethnicity of Three to Four-Year-Old Children Served by Program
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Comparing Preschool LRE Trends: California vs. National Average
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Indicator 6a Data: California (CA) 
counties vary substantially in the 
percentage of preschoolers with 
Individualized Education Programs 
(IEPs) included and receiving services 
in regular early childhood settings. 

Range: 4% to 83%
State Percentage: 36.5%

Percentage of preschoolers 
with disabilities receiving majority 
of special education services in 
a regular early childhood setting
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Child Care (801) Data: CA counties 
vary substantially in the percentage 
of children with subsidies who have 
a disability. 

Range: 0%-20.8%
State Percentage: 3.2%

Percentage of preschool-age 
children with subsidy who also have 
a disability
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California Early Learning and Care Data Review (12)



Questions

“Nothing can stop the power of a 

committed and determined 

people to make a difference in 

our society. Why? Because 

human beings are the most 

dynamic link to the divine on this 

planet.“

John Lewis, Across That 

Bridge: A Vision for Change and 

the Future of America

Photo Credit: St. Vincent’s Day 
Home; Oakland, CA​
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https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/19225744

